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Kelley Brown, City Administrator 986-3036 
Kevin Kestel, Public Works Director 986-3036 
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Council Ron Long  986-3117 
Council Craig Patterson 986-5373 
Council Tami Evans  986-9999 
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Will your address change? 
Internet users: please go to www.grimesiowa.gov 
Re-addressing—click on the link that says “Will your address 
change.” Find your address in the left column and check over on the 
right columns to see if your street name or address will change. 
If you don’t have access to the internet: call us at 515-986-3036 and we will be glad to 
look up your address for you. 

Streetlight Outages! 
To report a streetlight problem access MidAmerican Energy at 

www.midamericanenergy.com. Scroll down and click on “Streetlight Repair Request”  

If your address is scheduled to change, do NOT use your new address until you 
receive a letter from the United States Postal Service sent to you at your home. 
This letter will let you know the exact date on which you can start using your 
new address. 
 
The City Council passed the First Reading of the Ordinance that is converting the entire City of Grimes to a 
standard addressing system on February 10, 2009.  The vast majority of addresses will see little impact. Any 
areas that currently have county addressing will be converted to city addressing. In addition all roads will 
be designated with a directional prefix: NW, SW, NE or SE. The Ordinance is proposed to receive final pas-
sage on March 10, 2009 and publication on March 19, 2009. It will be forwarded to the United State Post 
Office the following week. From that point on the United States Post Office will take care of the transition 
for their system, the automated electronic addressing system for first class mail, (that will include your util-
ity companies) etc. They will also send you letters letting you know when you can start to use your new ad-
dress, when you should change any lettering on your home or building, etc.  The letter will also state how 
long your mail will be forwarded using your old address and will contain other helpful information. 
 
For more information go to www.grimesiowa.gov     Re-addressing  

Budget update  Tax rates in Grimes will again remain the same this year while 
services increase. The City Council will be considering a $10,000,000 bond issue for Highway 
44 Improvements, East 1st Street Improvements, NW 54th Street Improvements, Gateway 
Drive extension, NW 111th Improvements, S James HMA overlay and trails, Signals at S 
11th, NW 78th and NW 142nd overlays, Trunk Sewer replacements, Water Main replace-
ments, trails, GCC HVAC system, comprehensive plan and storm water utility ordinance.  The 
Bond issue will have no or minimal impact on tax rate and will address some much needed 
transportation and growth projects.  
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Water and Wastewater Update 

Over the last two years the City Council has continued to evaluate the water and wastewater rate structure. First of all, the Council 
invited Des Moines Water Works (DMWW)  to reevaluate our system and submit a proposal to provide water to the City of 
Grimes. The proposal reflected a proposed savings of $0.39 cents per thousand gallons.  You may remember originally, before the
improvements were made to the Water and Wastewater Plants, an evaluation was done and a proposal considered by DMWW 
whereby water would be provided at a rate approximately $0.32 lower than the current rates. At that time the City Council opted
to proceed with the construction of the new plant thus keeping control of our water system.  Obviously there are numerous factors
to be considered in the ultimate debate of City water system versus privatization or allowing another city to provide our water.
Another option that was considered extensively was a proposal from Xenia Rural Water District. This proposal would provide for 
a 40 year franchise whereby Xenia would take over the entire water operations of the city, including the operations of both water
and wastewater plants, and all of the infrastructure. Our water would then become part of the entire Xenia water infrastructure sys-
tem and would be mixed and used with water from  their other sources to provide water to the City of Grimes as well as their en-
tire water district.  Under this proposal, Xenia would provide this service and use the entire city’s infrastructure system for the 
“cost” of assuming the debt service left remaining on the water and wastewater plants. After 40 years, the City would be given the
option to buy back the plants, mains, towers, etc. The benefits to the water and wastewater users would have varied depending on
the amount of water used each month. For the elderly or minimal user the savings could have started at $3.00 per month; the aver-
age user of 4,500 gallons per month would have realized a savings of $7.00. This proposal; however, did not take into considera-
tion several other issues as noted below.  
This City Council will continue to consider partnering with Xenia, DMWW and any other interested providers. The goals will be 
to lower costs to the customers, be able to ensure we can limit rate increases, continue to provide a quality product and service and 
to protect the taxpayers’ valuable asset in the water and wastewater plants.  

Water and Wastewater - Public versus Private 
As the Council considered the proposals stated above, there were many factors that were taken into considera-
tion.
1. The Des Moines proposal would eliminate the need for the water plant. The taxpayers’ investment in all of 

the existing infrastructure would have been wasted.  
2. The Xenia proposal provided for the use of the plants and all of the infrastructure for the cost of the debt 

service for those plants. While the rates would definitely improve, Xenia would gain the benefit of the two 
plants that are valued at more than $12,000,000 for $8,300,000. This doesn’t take into account the miles 
and miles of mains, the water tower, the booster stations, etc. that have already been paid for.   

3. Economic Development Incentives would be  lost. The City’s growth is a major reason the rates haven’t 
increased since 2000 and we would  lose the right to negotiate rates with large water or wastewater users.  
Many development agreements are also negotiated for the expense of extending lines to further future de-
velopment. 

4. The timing of current projects are not addressed in the proposal. The City would lose control of prioritiz-
ing future capital improvements, replacement of lines, etc. 

5. There were many unknown questions about what would happen to the quality of water if DMWW pro-
vided the water or Xenia mixed our water with other sources, as well as what effects mixing the water 
would have on the chlorimination disinfection system (which was undertaken to comply with the EPA and 
DNR rules.)

6. Water and wastewater services are considered essential corporate purposes. This means that the City al-
ways has the authority to provide these services to their citizens and bond accordingly if needed. 

7. Rates have not been increased and are expected to remain the same until at least 2020 and this includes 
plant expansions.  

8. Usually cities privatize if either the expertise isn’t available to provide the service or the city is in a difficult 
financial position and there is a need to in effect “sell off” some of their assets to keep the rest of the city 
functioning.

9. Last, but certainly not least, in the event of declining economic times, if other essential corporate purpose 
projects are needed the funds received from the water and wastewater revenues can be used for these other 
purposes. For the next few years, until the impact of the recession is truly known, it doesn’t make sense to 
eliminate this revenue source.  Having this revenue source could potentially eliminate the need to raise 
taxes and having this asset maintained and controlled by the taxpayers can help ensure stability.
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The water tower will be painted this 

year!

Water rates 

From 1987-2000 the water and wastewater rates re-
mained the same.  Since the spike in 2000, as other cit-
ies in the metro area experience increases, our rates 
remain constant.  They are not projected to increase 
until at least 2020 and this includes plant expansions.  
The rates were set such that the continued growth in 
population and subsequent usage would pay for debt 
service, increased operational costs due to inflation  
and expansions needed to provide for the growth. 

Snow Ordinance Reminder 
Any time two inches or more of snow is forecasted; please move your vehicle off of the street or roadway. The 
snow ordinance violations are $50.00. If there are extenuating circumstances resulting in the ticketing of your ve-
hicle, you may submit a letter to Rochelle Williams, Grimes City Clerk, asking for an appeal of your violation.  

For MWA Communities starting the program July 2009
Why are we changing from bins to carts? It is just an easier way to recycle. It eliminates the need to sort recycla-
bles. Residents no longer have to do any heavy lifting—they just roll the carts to the curb. Plus, the lid on the carts keeps recy-
clables from blowing into your neighbor’s yard. And because it is easier, it promotes increased recycling.     Can I con-
tinue using my recycle bin? Once you receive a cart, you will no longer be able to set out your green bin for recycling. 
However, we have a list on the Web site offering many ideas for using the bin — from personal storage to donations to local 
schools. Will I have to pay for the new cart? Residents will not be billed for the carts. One will be provided to each

single family residence, by Metro Waste Authority (MWA). Where is the money coming from to pay for the 
new carts? MWA will use a minor portion of the revenue from the sale of the recyclables to finance the cost of the carts. The 
remainder of the revenue from the recyclables will continue to be passed on to your communities to use at their discretion for 
community improvements (e.g., beautification, environmental protection, parks and recreation). Is this new recycling 
program funded by tax dollars? No, Metro Waste Authority provides this service and does not receive tax dollars. We 

are self funded by the programs and services we offer. Will there be an increase in cost for me as a resi-
dent to use the new program? MWA is not going to charge the cities more than what is currently being charged for the 

curb side recycling program. What size are the new carts? There are two sizes. The recommended size is a 96-gallon 
container, which is the same size of the large garbage containers in your community. Approximate dimensions are: Width: 29", 
Length: 35" and Height: 43." The second size, which can be preordered is a 48-gallon container. Approximate dimensions are: 
Width: 23.5", Length: 28.75" and Height: 37.5."  To order a smaller cart or for more information: www.recycleandroll.com  

PARK & RECREATION  
New programs all the time! 
Check us out at www.grimesiowa.gov  


